
Dear Parents, 
     During most  times of the year, if we 
were to ask our students how adults 
measure success, most will identify 
fame, achieved education, profession 
and accumulated wealth.  They may 
also include the type of house we live 
in, the prestige of our neighborhood, 
membership in the “right” club, etc.   
     However, if we ask the same ques-
tion during the holiday season, we may 
get a far different answer.   This is the 
time of year when we have a wonderful 
opportunity to help our children view 
success based on measures besides 
the financial one.  For during this time 
of year we are far more likely to define 
our wealth as the health of our family, 
the quality of our family relationships,  
the depth of our love for our children, 
and how others care about us.    
     Of course, this does not mean that 
we should teach our children that fi-
nancial success is unimportant.  But, 
the holiday season reminds us that de-
sire for financial success should not 
blind us,  to diminish the quality of our 
relationships with family, friends and 
community?   
     It is during this time of year when 
we reflect on what is really important 
within our lives.  People smile a bit 
more freely, speak a bit more kindly, 
and likely mean it a bit more.  During 
this season we are more likely to see 
our daily lives not as a competition but 

as a journey we take with each other —  
to be thankful for the blessings within 
our lives, appreciate those we love, let 
go of perceived wrongs, reaffirm the 
good within those we love rather than 
find their faults, and remember our 
loved ones who are no longer with us.   
     This is the time of the year when we 
give to charity, buy gifts for friends, co-
workers and family, pray for peace, and 
reach out to those who need our help.  
We remember that real wealth is having 
loved ones — those we love and who 
love us in return.  In the end, this is the 
only real wealth that lasts.   
    This is the time of year when we have 
the opportunity to demonstrate to our 
children all we can become. 
With best wishes, 
Peter Osroff 

Principal’s Holiday Message —  
“What we are is God’s gift to us.  What we become 
is our gift to God.”   — Eleanor Powell 
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Special points 
of interest: 
 Our Friday Evening  
Recreation program 
for middle school 
students is in full 
swing.  Over 250 
students attended 
each of the last two 
sessions.  Check the 
Web Page for more 
information. 

 Our Music Box Players 
have begun rehearsing 
for this year’s musical, 
“Getting to know...The 
King and I.”  A special 
thanks for Mr. & Mrs. 
Lee and Mr. Pollitt for 
their help.  
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Inside this 
issue: RED LETTER DAYS 

• December 15 and 21- Winter Concerts  

         at High School 7p.m. 

• Winter recess– schools closed   

         December 24 to January 2nd.   

         School reopens Monday, January 3. 

• 7th/8th Grade Rec Night 

        Friday, January 7 7-9 p.m. 

• PTA Meeting 

        Tuesday, January 11- 9:30 a.m. 

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

         School Closed January 17 

• 6th Grade Rec Night 

        Friday January 21 7-9 p.m. 
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 Sixth grader, Kathleen Kiernan 
organized her cluster, 6C, in a 
friendly letter writing project to her 
cousin, Lt. Brian Rathburn. Lt. 
Rathburn is a Marine stationed in 
Iraq. 

Faculty, Staff and Students have 
sent letters to former Garden City 
resident,  Army Captain William 
T. Young.   Captain Young, who 
is stationed in Iraq,  is the son of 
staff member, Mrs. Marie Young.  
 

SCHOOL MUSICAL: 
Over 150 students have begun to 
learn their lines to our spring mu-
sical, “Getting To Know 
You...The King and I. “  The per-
formances will take place on 
March 18th and 19th at 7:30 
p.m. Any parent 
willing  to be on 
call with a nee-
dle and thread, 
please contact 
Mrs. Lee. 

MOCK TRIAL TEAM: 
Our new Garden City Middle 
School Mock Trial Team has 
begun to meet. Ms. Sarah 
Cooney is 
teaching 
the stu-
dents the 
fine art of 
debate. 
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Educational Websites for the Whole Family 
 

  These days, kids and computers go together like peanut butter and jelly, so what better 
way to supplement your children’s schooling than to use the medium they find most 
comfortable? Multitudes of free Websites exist where kids of all ages can learn painlessly 
through play.  These are some of the best: 

* National Geographic.  For over 30 years, this magazine has made it easy to learn about 
the world through engaging topics and photography.  That same level of quality is also 
available on the Internet at www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/index.html (upper 
elementary school and up) and www.nationalgeographic.com (upper middle school to 
adult).  The focus is social studies, but there are science activities too. 

* Animal Planet.  Kids who love animals can pick up all kinds of interesting facts on 
Animal Planet’s “A to Zoo” page.  www.animal.discovery.com/guides/atoz/atoz.html 
(upper middle school and up). 

* Discovery Channel.  At Discovery Kids, www.kids.discovery.com, upper elementary and 
middle school kids can learn about dinosaurs, space, history, technology, and the Earth. 

* Scholastic.  This Website has a “kid zone” with links to the most popular Scholastic book 
series, such as The Magic School Bus, Animorphs, and I Spy, as well as book reviews 
and an entire “Play Scholastic!” section with educational games.  
www.scholastic.com/kids/home_flash.asp (elementary and middle school). 

* Funbrain.  This site has arcade-style games in all subject areas, for all grade levels.  It’s 
not as flashy as some, but its comprehensive content makes up for its lack of style.  
www.funbrain.com. 

* Kidsreads.  Getting kids interested in reading is a piece of cake when they log into this 
site at www.kidsreads.com.  It’s full of information on the latest books, series, and 
authors. 

DECKING THE HALLS…. 
Mr. Nick Monastero announced that on December 23rd, he will 
present his special lesson called “Math Magic Day.”  His students 
will be completing math puzzles, discuss interesting math facts, ob-
serve math patterns and celebrate MATH! 

After a unit on cultural diversity and poetry, the students in the Cor-
coran, Hakes, Orrego and Egan, Schwartz, and Lee Clusters 
participated in an International Breakfast.  Students shared the 
research about their family customs, tracing many of their family 
activities across the vast oceans.  Students shared their family spe-
cialties with their cluster.  The students and teachers thank their 
family members for making this annual event another wonderful 
learning activity!    

Happy Holidays 
and 

 Best wishes  

for a healthy, 
happy and  

peaceful new 
year! 

Who’s Who Among  

America’s Teachers 
This year, we are proud to 
salute the following Gar-
den City Middle School 
teachers, who have been 
recognized and honored 
for their achievement as 
educators: 

 

Kevin Coffey 

Charles Menges 

Irene Reide 

Tom Schenkel 

Congratulations and 
thank you! 



Volume Three 

 The following eighth grade stu-
dents were recognized by the 
Miracle Foundation for their vol-
unteer efforts and community 
service at the Saks Fifth Avenue 
“Key To The Cure.” fundraiser.: 

Kelly Lucchesi 
Kate McGoldrick 
Caroline Tenaglia 

Lauren Terracciano 
Megan Walters 

Amanda Winters-Kelly 
GOOD JOB! 

Seventh grade students in 
Mrs. Porter’s classes per-
formed in Spanish mini-
plays.  The students spent 
three weeks working in 
paired script writing. The 
students used social intro-
duction and interview skills 
while practicing their Span-
ish listening comprehension, 
speaking and writing skills. 
Mr. Lee videotaped the skits 
and the students were able 
to review their perform-
ances! 
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Reasons to Celebrate 
HEALTHY REMINDER 
from Nurse Phillips……. 
 
• Winter colds are a bother, 

but they generally don’t 
interrupt a student’s daily 
activities.  However, when 
a student is run-down, the 
student is susceptible to 
losing more days from 
school and possibly 
other, more serious ill-
ness. It may be prudent to 
allow your child to take 
that extra day to rest and 
recover.  

• For your child’s safety 
and the safety of others, 
please DO NOT send your 
child to school while you 
are waiting for Strep 
Throat culture results to 
return!  

• Please remind your child 
that hand-washing, long 
enough to sing “Happy 
Birthday,” is a simple way 
to fight off illness! 

• Proper rest and healthy 
food choices give your 
body the fuel it needs to 
have a healthy winter! 

 
 

 United Nations    Trivia Teaser 

1.     Who was the first Secretary-General of the United Nations?  
a.       Dag Hammarskjold 
b.      U Thant 
c.       Trygve Lie 
d.      Kofi Anna 

2.      What color helmets are worn by those performing U.N. 
peacekeeping duties?  
a.       Red 
b.      Green 
c.       White 
d.      Blue 

 3.      What singer planned to “take my problem to the United 
Nations” in his song “Summertime Blues?”  
a.       Eddie Cochran 
b.      Gene Vincent 
c.       Buddy Knox 
d.      Johnny Burnette 

4.      What actress was selected as a U.S. delegate to the 
United Nations in 1969? 
a.       Jane Fonda 
b.      Shirley Temple 
c.       Barbra Streisand 
d.      Loretta Young 

5.      The United States is one of how many permanent mem-
bers of the U.N. Security Council?  
a.       3 
b.      4 
c.       5 
d.      7 

 


